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THE  DEWITT  FAMILY. 


Compiled  by 
FRED  B.  DE  WITT 
Grigwc44, la. 


THE  COaT  OF  ARMS -  that  vivid  symbolization  of  the  name  which 

warrior  ancestors  bore  in  battle — the  name  itself,  borne  through 
every  event  of  a  man1 s  life  and  through  the  lives  of  scores  of 
hie  progenitors,  became  the  badge  of  family  honor,  the  "name11 
to  be  proud  of,  to  protect,  and  to  fight  for  if  need  be. 

The  ancient  coat  of  arms  of  the  De  Witt  family  and  the  one  most 
frequently  used  is  described  as  a  MA  hare  pursued  by  a  grey¬ 
hound  at  the  base  of  a  shield. 
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information  for  this  history  of  the  de  witt  family,  was  ob¬ 
tained  FROM  THE  FOLLOWING  SOURCES: 
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Media  Research  Bureau - Washington,  D.C. 

Anderson - Genealogy  and  Surnames — 1865, 

Oliver- — History  of  Antigua - 1894. 

W.  Walsh - TJerck  Claessea  De  Witt,  and  some 

of  his  descendants - 1903, 

New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical 
Records - 1874. 

T.G,  Evans - -The  De  Witt  Family - 1886. 

Munsell - American  Ancestry— — 1887. 

Heitman- - Officers  of  the  Continental  Army. 

Cornelia  D.  Fonda - Librarian  of  Fonda  N.Y. 

History  of  Pottawattamie  County  I ova,  1891, 
and  many  of  the  present  generation  of  the 
De  Witt  Family —  My  Thanks  to  all. 


A  few  of  the  many  members  Qf  the  De  Witt  f  unily  who  have  dis- 
tinguised  themselves  in  America  at  various  times  urej 

Moses  De  Witt  (1766-1794) ,  of  Ne-v  York, 
surveyor  -nd  pioneer,, 

Benjamin  De  Witt  (1775-1819)  of  New  York 
Physician, Author  and  Educator e 

Susan  Linn  De  Witt  (1778-1834)  American 
Author  ma  poet, 

Jacob  H.  De  Witt  (1784  •1857)  of  New  York, 

State  Legislator  and  Congressman. 

The  jus  De  Witt  (1799-1874)  of  New  York, 

Clergyman- 

A2.exand.ei’  De  Witt  (1797-185?)  of  Mass, 
banker  .nd  Congressman, 

Richard  V,  De  Witt  (1800* -1863)  of  New 
York,  Capitalist- 

Charles  0,  De  Witt  (1803-1859)  of  New 
York,  Oongr  issnun  rid  diplomat: 

D  .via  ?,  De  Witt  (Lb  1689)  of  New  York, 

Mi lit  .ry  Officer, 

Calvin  De  Witt  (Dc1908)  of  Penn.  Brig¬ 
adier  General  of  the  U  S.  Army- 

Jcnn  De  Witt. B, 1831 — of  New  York  Clerg¬ 
yman  and  author. 

David  ih  De  Witt  (B.1837)  of  New  Jersey 
Lawyer  and  Congressman.  
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John  De  Witt  (1842-1933)  of  Penn.  Clerg¬ 
yman  and  Author, 

Frances  B,  De  Witt  (B.1849)  of  Indiana, 

L  .wyer  and  Congressman. 

Norman  W.  De  Witt  (B.1876)  of  C  .n  ,d-a, 

Author  ,nd  Historian. 

There  -.re  m„ny  more  families  mentioned  in  pld  Histories, 
both  before  and  after  the  dates  of  those  above  mentioned 
but  I  h  „ve  selected  these  because  they  lived  „t  the  time 
of  my  Great  Gr  .nd  Father,  Willard  De  Witt  Sr.  (1771-1876), 
who  fought  in  the  W  .r  of  1812, 

Among  those  of  the  name,  who  fought  as  Officers  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  were:  Regimental  Quartermaster  Levi 
De  Witt;  Colonel  Charles  De  Witt;  Major  Thomas  De  Witt, 

Capt  .in  John  L.  De  Witt;  and  Geographer  and  Surveyor,  Simeon 
De  Witt,  all  of  New  York  State;  Lieutenant  Charles  De  Witt 
of  So.  Carolina;  „nd  Lieutenant  Jacob  De  Witt  of  Conn, 


The  name  "De  Witt"  is  derived  from  the  word  witt,  mean¬ 
ing  "white".  It  'Was  first  applied  to  a  town  and  later  t  .ken 
as  a  surname  by  those  who  resided  it  a  place  called  witt, the 
prefix  de  meaning  "of".  The  name  is  found  on  ancient  Europ¬ 
ean  and  early  American  records  in  the  various  forms;  De  Witt; 
DeWytte;  De  Witte;  De  Widt;  and  Dewette. 

The  name  is  quite  common  in  the  early  history  of  Europe, 
In  Germany  was  spelled  De  Witte, in  the  Netherlands  de  Wit, 


■ 


and  in  France  and  Belgium  .  Pe  Witt.  The  last  named  spelling 
is  the  most  common  in  America# 


Many  surnames  of  to-day  which  seem  to  defy  classification 
are  corruptions  of  ancient  forms,  which  have  become  disguised 
almost  beyond  recognition.  In  America  a  greater  variety  of 
family  names  exists  than  any  where  in  the  World. 

We,  who  peesess  an  old  and  honored  name,  and  can  trace  the 
•  history  of  our  surname  back  to  sturdy  immigrant  ancestors,  may 
be  rightfully  proud  of  our  herirage.  While  the  name,  in  its 
origin,  may  seem  humble  or  matter-of-fact ,  its  significance 
today  lies  not  in  a  literal  interpretation  of  its  origihal 
meaning  but  in  the  many  things  that  have  happened  to  it, since 
it  first  oame  into  use. 


In  the  beginning  the  word  witt  mas  a  color,  then  later  a 
town  or  village  and  de  witt  meaning  "of  the  Village"  or  per¬ 
haps  the  people  of  a  certain  village,  and  as  the  original 
name  is  derivea  from  the  word  "white"  ,it  may  have. meant  the 
people  of  "a  white  Village";  But  it  established  itself  as  a 
part  of  the  bearer's  individuality,  and  as  it  passed  to  his 
children,  his  children's  children,  and  their  children,  it 
became  the  symbol,  not  for  one  man,  but  for  a  family  and  all 
that  the  family  stood  for,  handed  down  from,  generation  to 
generation, 

John;  Tjerck;  Kleas  or  Nicholas ,; Jacob;  Lucas;  Willard; 
Moses;  William;  Thomas;  Egbert;  Charles  and  Peter  are  some 
of  the  names  favored  by  some  of  the  early  Christian  names, 
for  it’s  male  progency ,  and  for  the  females  were;  Elizabeth; 
Mary  or  Maria;  Maragret:  Rachel  and  Cornelia. 

Although  it  is  not  defiitely  known,  in  every  case,  from 
which  of  the  lines  of  the  family  in  Europe,  the  first  imi- 
grants  of  the  name  in  America  were  descended,  it  appears 
from  old  records  that  the  De  Witt  family  were  among  the  very 
early  colonists  in  the  new  World. 
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One  Captain  John  (Jan)  De  Witt  w as  the  coriander  of  the 
good  ship  Little  Fox  ,  which  landed  at  New  Amsterdam  in  the 
year  1615.  It  is  stated  by  some  historians  that  he  was  re¬ 
lated  to  the  family  of  Tjerck  Claessen  Do  Witt,  who  settled 
in  New  Amsterdam  (now  New  York)  prior  to  the  year  1656. 

This  family  will  be  mentioned  again  below. 

One  branch  of  the  family  removed  to  the  Isla  of  Antigua 
in  the  West  Indies,  in  the  early  seventeenth  Century.  This 
line  was  represented  as  early  as  the  year  1640  by  George 
De  Witt,  who  was  the  father  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  of  Lt. 
Philip,  George,  Thomas,  John,  Elizabeth,  and  Mary.  Of  these 
Lt .  Philip  De  Witt,  was  the  father  of  a  Son  named  Philip, 
George  De  Witt  was  the  father  of  Mary,  George,  Joseph, 
Dorothy , Mercy ,  Elizabeth,  Ann  and  Margaret,  and  John  De 
Witt  had  issue  by  his  wife;  Elizabeth  Tremills,  of  George, 
Thomas,  Mary,  Frances  and  Elizabeth, 

One  Peter  Jansen  De  Witt  emigrated  to  America  in  1652 
and  settled  in  King*s  County,  New  York.  It  is  probable 
that  he  was  identical  with  that  "Jan  De  Witt"  miller.  He 
is  known  to  have  had  two  daughters,  Maria  and  Catherine 
but  no  record  of  his  male  progency,  if  any,  can  be  found. 

The  before-mentioned  Tjerck  De  Witt  is  beleived  to 
have  been  the  ancestor  of  most  of  the  families  of  the 
name  of  De  Witt  in  America.  As  his  name  indicates,  he 
was  the  Son  of  Claes  or  Nicholas  De  Witt;  he  was  born 
about  the  year  1630.  It  is  thought  probable  that  he  was 
accompanied  to  America  by  his  brother  Jan,  as  one  Jan 
Claes  De  Witt,  of  Kingston  N.YC,  died  unmarried  in  1699. 

He  was  possibly  accompanied  by  other  members  of  his 
family, but  this  is  purely  conjectural . 
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In  the  year  1656  Tjerck  was  married  m  wew  xor&  uiiy  iu  au- 
bara  Andriessen.  They  had  thirteen  children;  Andries,  Taatje, 
Jannet ja,  Klaea,  (died  before  1698,  probably  without  issue  ) 
Jan,  Gertruy,  Jacob,  Rachel,  Lucas,  Peck,  Tjerck  (no  further 
record),  Marritje  and  Aagje,  Most  of  these  children  were  born 
in  Albany  New  York,  to  which  place  the  imigrant  Tjerok 'removed 
about  1657,  or  soon  thereafter. 

Andries,  eldest  Son  of  imigrant  Tjerck,  was  married  in 
1682  to  Jannet ie  Egbertsen,  by  whom  he  was  the  father  of j 
Tjerck,  Jacob  (died  young)  Barbara  (died  young)  Claes  (died 
in  infancy)  Barbara,  another  Jacob,  Maria,  Helena,  Andries, 
(died  young)  Egbert,  Johannes,  and  Andrew. 

Tjerck,  eldest  Son  of  the  first  Andries,  was  married  in 
1708  to  Anne  Pawling,  by  whom  he  was  the  father  by  her  of 
Andries  (died  young),  Neeltje,  Johannes,  Henry,  Peter  and 
another  Andries 0 

Jacob,  Son  of  the. first  Anaries,  married  Heylt je  Van 
Campen  in  1731  and  was  the  father  by  her  of;  Johannes,  Jacob, 
Elizabeth  and  Maria. 

Egbert,  Son  of  the  first  Andries,  v;as  married  in  1736 
to  Mary  Nottingham*  He  settled  at  Napanoch ,  near  the  town  of 
Rochester  N.Y0,  and  was  the  father  of  Andries,  Jacob,  Will¬ 
iam,  John,  Stephen,  Mary,  Egbert,  Thomas,  Benjamin  and  Rue- 
ben. 

John,  Son  of  the  first  Andries,  was  married  to  Mary  Brod- 
head  in  1734  and  had  issue  by  her  of  Ann,  Charles  (  Colonel 
in  the  Revoltionary  War),  Andries  and  Maria. 

Andries,  youngest  Son  of  the  first  by  that  name,  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1731  to  Bred j en  Nottingham,  by  whom  he  was  the  father 
of  Andries,  William,  Jannet je>  Garton,  Catrina,  Thomas,  Henry 
Maria  and  Levi. 


Jan,  Son  of  the  immigrant  Tjerck,  married  Wyntie  Kiersted 

£ Ive  daughters;  Barbara,  Ikee;  Blan- 
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Jacob,  Son  of  the  immigrant  Tjerck,  married  Grietje  Ver- 
noony,  and  was  the  father  by  her  of  :  Anna,  Tjerck,  Cornel¬ 
ius,  Jannetje,  Jacob  (died  unmarried)  T,atje,  Elizabeth  and 
Jan. 

Cornelius,  Son  of  the  first  Jacob,  married  Anne  Hoornp 
beck  in  1738  and  was  the  father  by  her  of;  Maria,  Elizabeth, 
Jacob,  and  Cornelius. 

John,  youngest  Son  of  the  first  Jacob,  married  Anne  Pres¬ 
cott  in  1751  and  was  the  progenitor  of  a  family  of  the  name 
in  the  State  of  Maine,  His  children  were  Margrietje,  Jacob 
and  Henry, 

Lucas,  Son  of  the  Immigrant  Tjerck,  was  the  father  \>f  his 
wife,  Annatje  Delva,  whom  he  married  in  1695,  of  Jannetje, 
Barbara,  Jan  and  Lucas. 

Jan,  elder  Son  of  the  first  Lucas,  was  married  in  1731  to 
Ariaantje  Osterhoudt ,by  whom  he  had  issue  of  Maria,  Petrus, 
Johannes,  Ezekiel,  Cornelius,  Benjamin,  William,  Jacob  and 
Arie. 

Lucas,  the  younger  of  the  two  Sons  of  the  first  of  that 
name,  married  Catherine  Roosa  in  1739,  Their  children  were; 
Annatje,  Evert,  Mart je,  Jan,  Lucas,  Abraham,  Jannetje,  Rachel 
Catherine,  and  Petrus,  Many  of  the  descendants  of  this  line 
settled  at  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey, 

Peck,  Son  of  the  immigrant  Tjerck,  was  married  in  1698  to 
Marytje  Janse  Vanderberg,  who  gave  him  six  children;  Maria, 
Tjeck  (died  in  infancy)  Tjerck,  Jannetje,  Johannes,  (records 
incomplete),  and  Catrina0  By  his  second  wife,  Maria  Teunis, 
whom  he  married  in  1733,  he  had  future  issue  of  Christina, 


and  Ann  Mari^ 

Tjergkj,  Son  of  the  first  Peek,  married  Marjory  Bissen  in 
173?  and  had  issue  by  her  of  peck,  Jannetje,  Catrina  and  Mafia 
all  of  w^oa  were  born  at  ft&ijjebeck,New  York. 


One  Martin  Do  Witt,  ancestry  unknown,  removed  from  Freder¬ 
icksburg  Via„,to  the  Peedee  in  North  Carolina, probably  before 
the  yeai-l?SO.  He  married  Ellen  Douthel  and  waa  the  father  by 
her  of  William,  Harris ;  Thomas  and  John,  all  of  whom  were 
probably  ox  aga  at  the  time  of  the  removal  to  N,  Carolina. 


One  John  Dq  Witt,  made  his  home  at  Lynn  Maes.,  before  the 
year  1650.  He  was  the  father  of  a  Sen  named  John,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Baker  sometime  before  1676  and  had  issue  by  her  of; 
Lieutenp-nt  John  Da  Witt,  who  was  the  father  of  his  wife  Sarah, 
of  Benjamin  and  others,,  The  Anon story  of  -chi 8  line  of  tbs  fam¬ 
ily  is  net  clearly  known,  but  in  s?pit3  cf  the  lack  of  inform¬ 
ation  on  the  subject ,  it  seems  probable  that  this  line  waa  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Antigua  branch,  as  the  Christian  names  used  def¬ 
initely  show  a  similarity. 


Descendants  of  these  and  later  branches  of  the  Family  in 
America,  have  scattered  to  every  part  of  the  Union  and  have 
added  as  much  in  vi:e  advancement  of  America  civilization  as 


their  progenitors  did  .in  its  first  aeiatiishmer.u  on  this  con¬ 
tinent..  Thrift,  fortitude,  business  ability.  Industry -.religious 
devotion  are  aneng  the  oharac ter levies  most  premintiiy  dis¬ 
played  in  the  History  of  the  Family  in  America « 


The  Pilgrim  fathers  landed  at  -Plymouth  in  1630  and  another 
Colony  vias  established  .aS  Galen  Maes,  in  1639*  lx,  is  definitely 
known  ttar  our  branch  cf  +he  family  settled  in  Mace,,  tut  some 
time  before  1793  moved  to  the  State  ox  Her  York*  Gevoral  Coor.t- 
ies  and  Toms  era  men -^ionca  in  New  York  State ,  Various  records 
mention  Herkimer ,  Montgomery  and  Fulton  Counties  and  Palatine, 
St.  Johnsville  and  Oppenheim  as  the  place  of  residence, however 
it  would  have  been  possible  for  them  to  have  lived  in  all  three 
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Counties  mentioned,  without  making  a  move. 

Prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War  there  was  a  large  County  in 
New  York  state, called  Tyron  County, which  comprised  about  two 
thirds  of  the  area  of  the  State , extending  Westerly  to  present 
bo undry ,  North  to  the  Canadian  line.  South  to  the  State’s 
present  be undry  and  East  to  Schnectada. 

In  1784  Tyron  County  became  known  as  Montgomery  County, 
named  for  Genera].  Richard  Montgomery  and  later  was  subdivid¬ 
ed  in  many  Counties.  In  1791  Herkimer  County  was  established 
and  in  1838  Fulton  County. 

At  the  present,  time  the  Town  of  Oppenheim  is  one  of  the 
Westermost  towns  of  Fulton  County,  but  in  1821  when  Willard 
De  Witt  lived  tnere  it  was  in  Montgomery  County.  St.Johns- 
ville  was,  and  still  is  in  Montgomery  County . 

The  following  information  was  taken  from  County  and 
Church  Records; 

St.  Johnsville  Dutch  Reformed  Records-1793. 

Membership  records; 

Willard  De  Witt  ) 

Israel  De  Witt  )  Brothers 
Solomon  De  Witt  ) 

Baptism  records;  Cornelia  De  Witt-  March  7th-1793. 

The  church  records  show  they  lived  near  Palatine  New  York, 
in  1793c 

(Note;  Cornelia  was  the  eldest  Child  of  Willard  De  Witt) 
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Assessment  Rolls  ,  Town  of  Qppenheim  3.833.-1834 

Willard  De  Witt - Owner  of  100  Acres  of  land.* 

Surrogate  Court  Records:  1831. 

Peter  Mosher,  To7/n  of  Oppenheim. 

Will— Dated  July  7-1821 - Probated  Aug. 38-1821, 

Beneficiaries;  Wife  Mary 

Sons;  Peter,  John  P.  Epharim,  Abrahato, 
Jerome  and  Leonard. 

Daughters;  Elizabeth  Cornelia  and  Polly. 

Executors;  Son  Peter 

Peter  Clause 
Ezekiel  Belding. 

Witnesses;  Joseph  Yoran 

William  Van  Buren 
Elias  Lawton. 

(Note;  Willard  De  Witt  married  Elizabeth  Mosher , oldest  Daug¬ 
hter  of  Peter  Mosher , mentioned  above) 

Census  of  1835. 

Town  of  Oppenheim- — 

Willard  De  Witt.— — r?—  Three  males  between  18  and  45 

years  of  age  and  seven  females. 


Willard  De  Witt, Sr.  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  the 
year  1771  and  lived  there  for  several  years,  when  the  fam¬ 
ily  moved  to  Montgomery , State  of  New  York, where  he  lived 
until  1843,  and  then  removed  to  De  Kalb  County,  Indiana, 
where  he  died  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  3,05  ye^rs. 

He  was  of  French  Ancestry  and  fought  in  the  War  of 
1813.  He  was  politically  a  Whig,  but  subsequently  became 


a  Republican  and  Abolitionist ,  For  twenty  five  years  be 
was  a  strong  and  zealous  Methodist  Glass  Leader. 

He  married  Elizabeth  Mosher,  also  of  Montgomery  County 
New  York,  who  died  at  their  Indiana  home  at  uhe  age  of 
76  years*  To  them  was  born  the  following  Childrens 
Cornelia;  Calvin;  David;  John;  Elizabeth;  Willard  and 
Daniel  (twins)  and  Paris. 

Willard  De  Witt  Jr. Son  of  Willard  De  Witt  Sr,, was  born 
in  Herkimer  County,  New  York,  in  the  year  1826.  At  the  age 
of  31  he  moved  to  Winnebago  County,  Ill,  and  there  he  mar¬ 
ried  Delphia  Montgomery,  who  was  born  in  Springfield, Ohio 
in  1834.  In  1855  they  removed  to  Charles  City,  Iowa,  and 
in  1861  they  removed  to  Jasper  County  and  lived  in  Monroe 
for  five  years,  Mr,  De  Witt  being  engaged  in  teaming  and 
freighting.  In  1866  they  moved  to  a  farm  near  Monroe  and 
lived  there  until  1876  when  they  moved  to  Grove  Township 
Pottawattamie  County,  and  settled  on  240  acres  of  land. 
They  had  nine  children;  George  Lincoln;  Leticia;  who  marr¬ 
ied  M.F.  Price;  Grant;  and  John  Harrison.  Four  of  their 
Children  died  in  infancy;  Antionica,  John  H,;  Wiliam  H. 
and  Cora  May. 


Paris  De  Witt,  Son  of  Willard  De  Witt  Sr,  and  Elizabeth 
Mosier  De  Witt,  was  born  Nov ,  17th-1828  in  Herk.imer  County 
New  York.  When  a  young  lad  the  family  moved  to  Ohio  and 
lived  there  for  a  short  time,  then  removed  to  Auburn,  De 
Kalb  County,  Indiana „  Their  home  was  near  the  w California 
Gold  Trail*1  and  they  could  see  the  long  trains  of  prairie 
Schooners  moving  toward  the  West,.  w  California  or  Bustr 
was  the  slogan  of  the  day,  and  Go  West  foung  Man “  was 
the  ambition  of  every  young  man.,  so  he  end  three  of  the 
neighbor  *  s  beys,  o^genired  a  Company,  secured  a  prairie 
schooner  and  started  a.ic  ng  the  rid  trail  for  California, 
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Some  time  after  arriving  in  California,  he  was  stricken 
with  Typhoid  fever ,  and  was  advised  that  an  Ocean  trip  would 
'he  beneficial.  He  took  a  boat  down  the  Coast  to  Panama*  with 
the  intention  of  returning  to  California*  hut  when  he  arriv¬ 
ed  in  Panama  he  decided  tc  return  home  by  the  way  of  New 
York a  He  crosses  the  isthmus  by  pack  mule  and  boat*  and  while 
welting  fcr  a  boat  to  take  him  to  New  fork  he  suffered  a  re¬ 
lapse*  and  it  was  necessary  to  carry  him  aboard*  and  upon  ar¬ 
riving  at  New  York  he  was  so  ill  that  he  hid  to  be  carried  f 
from  the  bdat »  When  he  was  able  tc  travel  again*  he  hired  a 
man  with  a  team  and  spring  wagon  to  take  him  to  his  home  in 
Indiana. 

In  1845  h©  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  Jane  Wetzel 
and  they  were  the  parents  'of  the  following  named  children: 
Virgil  (died  when  three  years~bl&)  ;  Alonzo  (died  when  ten 
years  old)  ;  Missouri  ;  Augusta  ;  Florence  ;  another  Virgil) 
par Is  and  Fremont* 

In  1855  they  moved  to  Winona,  Minn.*  and  lived  there  for 
five  years*  then  removed  to  Winneshiek  County,  Iowa,  locat¬ 
ing  near  Decorah*  where  they  lived  until  the  Spring  of  1866* 
when  they  removed  to  Kansas.  They  lived  in  Kansas  only  one 
Bummer,  and  while  living  there*  all  but  five  of  thsir  sixty 
head  of  cattle  lied  oi  Texas  fever  and  the  family  suffered 
with  ague(,  In  the  Fall  of  1856  they  again  returned  to  Iowa 
and  located'  at  Carlisle  in  Warren  County ,  living  there  until 
187  6*  when  they  moved  to  Wright  Town oh ip  *  Pottawattamie  Co. 
Iowa*  and  settled  on  160  acres  of  choice  land  and  later  ad¬ 
ded  another  80  acres 0  This  land  is  about  seven  miles  North 
West  of  where  the  Town  of  Griswold  ia  now  located,. 

In  1886  his  wife  Sarah  Jane  died*  and  on  June  2801888 
he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Sarah  Patterson,  and  to  this 
Union  was  born  the  following  named  children:  Irene  ;  Maude 
(  died  when  three  years  old  ) ;  Charles  Willard;  Dan  Emryj 
(  died  -at  the  age  of  eight  years);  and  Paris  Leslie. 


•  23  tuoi*  ai  '.■tHii  Oi  r;T  ,  *xon  03  xstitosu.  b&b 
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Mr.  De  Witt  remained  on  the  same  tract  of  land  on  which 
the  family  settled  in  Pottawattamie  County,  until  his  death 
Feb.  15-1008,  and  by  his  industry,  shill  and  good  judgement 
transformed  it  into  a  veeli  improved  and  productive  farm, 
and  through  all  these  labors  he  showed  an  ernest  and  intell¬ 
igent  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  community 0  He  was  a 
member  er.u  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Aabury  Methodist  chu¬ 
rch*  He  War  a  gcou  farmer, a  good  husoand  and  father,  a  good 
citizen  and  altogether  a  highly  respected  and  aminently 
useful  member  of  the  community.  His  widow,  Elizabeth  Patter¬ 
son  De  Witt,  remained  on  the  original  homestead  after  his 
death  until  IPS 9 ,*  when  she  moved  tc  Griswold,  Iowa,  to  make 
hei  heme  with  her  daughter  Irene  Croghan,  where  she  still 
resides,  and  enjoys  fairly  good  health  at  the  age  of  eighty" 
two  year  3^, 


Note}  Very  little  record  has  been  found  on  the  other 
children  of  Willard  De  Witt  Sr,:  Cornelia;  Calvin;  David 
John;  Elizabeth;  and  Daniel, (twin  brother  of  Willard  Jr.) 
but  it  is  quite  certain  that  Willard  Jr.  and  Paris  -were 
the  only  ones  to  move  as  far  West  as  Iowa,  It  is  thought 
that  Daniel  moved  with  the  family  to  Indiana  and  died 
there  and  that  Elizabeth  the  younger  Daughter  settled  in 
Illinois.-* — *  The  other  Children  were  perhaps  of  age  and 
some  no  doubt  v^ere  married,  at  the  time  the  family  moved 
from  New  York  State  to  Indiana,  and  no  doubt  some  of  their 
ancestors  still  live  in  New  York  State,  There  are  several 
Do  Witt  families  living  in  Montgomery  and  Fulton  Counties 
in  New  York  ax  the  present  time,  but  have  not  been  able 
to  connect  any  of  them  with  our  line  of  the  family. (This 
will  be  a  part  of  the  History  I  shall  leave  for  some  of 
the  younger  generation  to  solve) ~ 


(*1) 
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Missouri  De  Witt,  the  oldest  Daughter  of  Paris  De  Witt 
Sr.  and  Sarah  Jane  Wetzel  De  Witt,  was  born  in  Auburn  Ind. 
July  10-1851 .  She  was  married  to  Edward  Moon  while  the  fam¬ 
ily  were  living  at  Carlisle,  Iov/a  in  1872.  They  were  married 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  To  this  Union  was  born  two  Daughters; 
Ida  and  Grace. 

The  family  lived  at  Climax, Iowa  for  twenty  two  years 
and  in  1897  moved  to  Red- Oak,  Iowa,  where  they  lived  for 
three  years  and  then  moved  to  Fremont  Nebr.  in  1900,  where 
Missouri  died  060.28-1941,  Mr.  Moon  died  May9-1940. 

Ida  the  older  Daughter  was  born  May  0-1875  at  Harlan 
Iowa,  and  was  married  to  Bert  Seymour  Feb . 5-190gg^f  Jull- 
erton  Nebr.  They  were  the  parehts  of  two  Daughters/ Sey¬ 
mour  (now  Jensen), born  Dec. 2-1904,  and  now  live  at  Port¬ 
smouth,  Iowa.  ,  and  Gladys  Seymour  (now  Hough),  born  May 
11-1908  at  Fullerton  Nebr., and  now  lives  at  Simi  Califor¬ 
nia  ,  Ida  now  lives  at  Fremont  Nebr. 

—  Grace  the  younger  Daughter  was  born  at  Climax, Iowa 
June  6-1881  and  was  married  to  W.J.  tiolbrook  in  1905  at 
St  Paul  Nebr.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they  moved  to 
the  State  of  Oregon  and  have  made  that  State  their  home 
since.  They  now  live  at  Malin,  Oregon.  They  have  seven 
Children,  five  Sons  and  two  Daughters.  Two  of  the  Sons 
served  their  Country  in  World  War  11,  and  have  just  re¬ 
cently  returned  to  their  home. 


Augusta  De  Witt,  second  Daughter  of  Paris  De  Witt  Sr. 
and  Sarah  Jane  Wetzel  De  Witt,  was  born  at  Auburn  India¬ 
na  in  the  year  1852,  and  was  married  to  Wilson  Reese  in 
1871,  They  resided  on  a  farm  in  Pottawattamie  County,  la., 
for  a  number  of  years  and  moved  to  Griswold  Iowa,  and  liv-e 
ed  there  until  1915,  when  they  removed  to  Grandview  Mo., 
where  she  died  in  1936.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Minnie;  Alice  and  Edwin. 
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Minnie,  the  older  Daughter  was  horn  xafe  Indianola, 
Iowa  in  1873,  and  was  married  to  Edgar  Daugherty  in  ^ 
the  year  1893  at  Boone  Iowa.  They  lived  in  Griswold  la. 
until  1907,  when  they  moved  to  Fort  Morgan,  Colorado, 
where  she  still  lives*  Her  husband  died  in  1939.  They 
were  the  parents  of  children:  Madge;  Merle;  Ivan;  Edna 
and  Elvin. 

Alice  the  second  daughter  was  born  at  Shenandoah  la. 
in  1878,  and  she  was  married  to  Harry  Nicely  and  they 
have  two  children;  Dorothy  and  Hazel, 

Edwin  was  born  in  Shenandoah  Iowa  in  1880  and  is  the 
father  of  two  Daughters;  Mildred  Cora  and  Mary  Eva. 


Florence  De  Witt,  Daughter  of  Paris  De  Witt  Sr.  and 
Sarah  Jane  Wetzel  De  Witt,  was  born  at  Winona,  Minn. 

July  5-1856.  She  was  married  to  Wm.  Me  Mahon  of  Council 
Bluffs  Iowa,  and  to  this  Union  was  born  the  following 
named  Children:  Walter;  Mabel;  Myrtle;  Vera  and  Hugh. 

Mr.  Me  Mahon  was  a  railroad  man  and  was  killed  in  a 
train  wreck  in  Wyoming.  At  that  time  the  family  were 
living  at  Clinton, Ill.  After  his  death  the  family  moved 
to  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  where  Florence  died. 

The  children  have  all  scattered  and  have  not  been 
heard  from  for  several  years  and  their  addresses  are 
not  known. 

(Note; ) 

(If  any  one  reading  this  history  know  the  address 
of  any  of  the  Me  Mahons,  I  will  consider  it  a  favor  if 
you  will  advise  me) 


Virgil  De  Witt,  Son  of  Paris  De  Witt  Sr.  and.  Sarah  Jane 
Wetzel  De  Witt,  was  born  in  Winona  Minn. , Feb. 15-1858 ,  and 
moved  with  the  family  to  Wright  Township  Pottawattamie  Co. 
Iowa  in  1876, 

On  March  18-1883  he  was  married  to  Alta  M.  Baker,  who 
was  born  in  Fairbury  Ill., Oct.  22-1856.  They  purchased  80 
acres  of  land  in  the  same  section  as  the  original  De  Witt 
homestead,  and  later  bought  another  80  acres  near  by.  They 
lived  on  this  farm  until  1910  ,  -when  they  purchased  another 
farm  about  a  mile  West  of  Griswold  Iowa,  which  they  improv¬ 
ed,  and  lived  there  until  1914,  when  they  retired  and  mov¬ 
ed  to  Griswold, Iowa,  where  Mrs.  De  Witt  died  in  1921  $nd  Mr. 
De  Witt  in  1929. 

To  this  Union  was  born  the  following  named  children;- 
Fred  B. ;  Ora  Pearl  ;  Gyiy  L. ;  Clyde  N .  ard.  Clarence  V. 

Fred  B.  De  Witt,  oldest  Bon  of  Virgil  De  Witt,  was  born 
on  the  farm  in  Wright  Township,Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa, 
Oct.  15-1884.  He  was  married  to  Stella  B.  Milner,  who  was 
born  in  Griswold,  Iowa,  Dec.  31-1884.  They  were  married  Oct. 
15-1907  in  Atlantic,  Iowa,  They  have  two  Daughters;  Dorothy 
V,  (now  Richards)  born  Oct. 19-1908  in  Griswold, I ow/a,  and 
Maurine,  born  Aug, 27-1924,  Dorothy  worked  in  a  Defense  plane 
on  the  West  Coast,  during  world  War  11,  and  later  served  her 
Country  in  the  W.A.C,  Maurine  is  in  her  Senior  year  at  Teach¬ 
ers  College,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 

Fred  was  engaged  in  the  Banking  business  for  over  thirty 
years  and  has  lived  in  Griswold  since  the  year!902,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  and  farm  management. 

Ora  P.  De  Witt,  only  daughter  of  Virgil  De  Witt  was  born 
on  the  farm  in  Wright  Township,  May  10-1886.  She  was  married 
to  George  B.  Phillips  in  1903,  and  they  lived  on  the  De  Witt 
homestead  until  1919,  when  they  moved  to  Griswold  Iowa, where 
Mr.  Phillips  engaged  in  the  hardware  business.  Mr.  Phillips 
died  in  1958  and  Ora  continued  to  live  in  Griswold,  until 
World  War  11  broke  out,  when  she  went  to  the  West  Coast  and 
worked  in  a  defense  plant. 
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She  has  made  her  home  in  California  since,  and  her  addr¬ 
ess  is  412  West  M.  Street, Wilmington,  California.  They  were 
the  parents  of  two  Children:-  Lester (died  in  1938)  and 
Qzella.,who  married  Edwin  Littler  and  they  have  four  chil¬ 
dren;  Jeraldine;  Luetta  May;  William  Edward  Jr;  and  Robert 
Phillips.  The  Littlers  live  at  Adair  Iowa. 

Gu|r  L.  De  Witt,  the  second  Son  of  Virgil  Ue  Witt,  was 
born  Dec.  13-1887.  on  the  De  Witt  homestead  in  Wright  Twp. 
Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Addle  Madden,  who  was  born  on  a  farm  near  the  De  Witt  home¬ 
stead,  Oot.  9-1891.  To  this  Union  was  born  a  Daughter; 

Ruth  Ilene,  Dec, 22-1913. 

They  farmed  the  De  Witt  homestead  for  a  time  and  another 
farm  near  by,  for  four  years,  then  moved  to  Griswold,  where 
they  lived  for  one  year.  They  then  moved  to  a  farm  about  a 
mile  West  of  Griswold  and  lived  there  until  1919, -when  they 
again  moved  to  Griswold,  where  Guy  Died  in  1941-Feb.  8th. 
Addie  still  makes  her  home  in  Griswold,  and  is  Librarian  at 
the  Griswold  Labrary. 

Ruth  was  married  to  John  Alexander  and  they  have  a  dau¬ 
ghter  named,  Regena  Kay.  They  live  at  Lenox,  Iowa* 

Clyde  N.  De  Witt,  the  third  Son  of  Virgil  De  Witt,  was 
born  on  the  De  Witt  homestead  in  Wright  Township,  PottawattO 
amie  County,  Io'wa,  April  13-1890,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  was  engaged  in  farming. 

Feb.  8-1910  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Bonnie  J.  Shick 
at  Dee  Moines,  Iowa.  To  this  Union  was  born  the  following 
named  Children:-  Clyde  Pershing  Jr.;  Jaunita  Joy;  Thelma 
lone;  and  Dewey  W. 

In  1930  they  moved  from  the  Wright  Township  farm  to  a 
farm  a  mile  West  of  Griswold  and  lived  there  until  1937, 
when  they  moved  to  Griswold,  where  they  have  lived  since, 
Clyde  was  a  factory  worker  for  years  at  the  Laco  Oil  Burn¬ 
er  Factory 
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Clyde  served  his  Country  in  World  War  1,  with  Co.  A- 
334  Bn.,  and  was  in  France  for  eighteen  months. 

Clyde  Jr.  also  served  his  Country  in  World  War  11,  with 
the  Marines,  Headquarters  Co.  Signal  Bn.  and  for  about  four 
years  was  stationed  in  the  Hiawian  Islands.  He  received  his 
discharge  in  Jan. of  this  year (1946),  and  once  again  the  fam¬ 
ily  are  all  together  and  still  make  their  home  in  Griswold. 

Clarence  V.  De  Witt,  youngest  Son  of  Virgil  De  Witt,  was 
born  on  the  De  Witt  Homestead  in  Wright  Township , Pottawatt¬ 
amie  County,  Iowa,  Oct0  9-1894,  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
as  a  young  man. 

He  was  married  to  Mona  Kenworthy  and  they  lived  on  the 
farm  for  several  years, then  moved  to  Griswold  and  engaged 
in  the  Restuarant  business.  Mona  died  in  the  year 

Clarence  served  his  Country  in  World  War  1,  and  was  wound¬ 
ed  in  France  and  was  in  the  hospital  for  some  time  there, 
also  after  he  returned  to  the  States,  After  completeing  a 
course  in  Dental  Laboratory,  he  and  a  buddy  in  the  War, 
engaged  in  that  business  at  Burlington  Iowa.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Dorris  Gastello  and  in  1930  they  moved  back 
and  farmed  the  De  Witt  homestead  for  three  years,  then 
purchased  a  farm  in  Missouri  and  moved  to  St.  Louis, where 
he  again  engaged  in  Dental  work, until  1945  when  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  and  fishing  resort  near  Backus  Minn,  where 
he  now  resides.  They  have  an  adoptes  Son  \  Duane,  about 
sixteen  years  of  age. 


Fremont  De  Witt,  Son  of  Paris  De  Witt  Sr  and  Sarah  Jane 
Wetzel  De  Witt,  was  born  in  Winneshiek  County,  Iowa,  March 
13-1862,  and  -when  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  old  moved  "with 
the  family  to  Wright  Township,  Pottawattamie  County, Iowa. 

In  1885  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Estella  May  Side- 
ner  and  they  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  the  same 
section  as  the  original  De  Witt  homestead,  and  farmed  there 
until  1940,  when  they  retired  and  moved  to  Griswold  Iowa, 
wh^reMFrejmnt_di£d_in_J1944_L  Mr s .  De  Witt  still  makes  her 


They  were  the  parents  of  three  Children  named  as  fol¬ 
lows;-  Estella  Pearl  ;  Fremont  Lester  (died  in  infancy); 
and  William  Earl. 

Estella  Pearl  De  Witt,  .was  born  on  the  farm  in  Wright 
Township,  Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa, July  31-1887,  and 
was  married  to  Edwin  Me  Kay  in  1904.  They  adopted  and  rear¬ 
ed  one  child;  Florana  May  (now  Mrs.  Nate  Book). 

They  lived  in  Griswold  for  a  number  of  years,  then  moved 
back  to  the  Mo  Kay  homestead,  .There  they  now  reside, 

William  Earl  De  Witt  was  born  on  the  farm  in  Wright 
Township, Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa,  Sep.  13-1893.  Earl 
served  his  Country  in  World  War  1,  and  in  1920  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Lois  Conrad.  To  this  union  was  born  the  follow¬ 
ing  named  Children;  Earl  Manning;  Jacklyn  Gene;  Barbara; 
and  Edward, 

Earl  farmed  near  his  old  home  for  several  years  then 
moved  to  a  farm  West  of  Lewis,  where  he  still  resides. 

His  wife  died  in  1944. 


Paris  De  Witt, Jr., Son  of  Paris  De  Witt  Sr.  and  Sarah 
Jane  Wetzel  De  Witt, was  born  near  Winona  Minn.  March  30- 
1860.  He  moved  with  his  parents  to  Wright  Township, Pott¬ 
awattamie  County  Iowa,  in  the  year  1876,  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming. 

He  was  married  to  Emma  Coleman  March  15-1883  and  to 
this  union  was  born  the  following  named  children:  Ernest; 
Maggie  Ree  (Born  May  9- 1806, died  Sep. 13-1886) ;  Minnie  and 
Ret a  Marie , 

They  lived  on  a  farm  in  Wright  Township,  Pottawattamie 
County',  Iowa  until  the  year  1901,  when  they  moved  to  Oak¬ 
land,  leva,,  and  lived  .in  Oakland  for  five  years,  and  in 
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1906  removed  to  Lawrence,  Kansas,  where  Mrs.  De  Witt  died 
March  34-1943  and  Paris  Jr.  Died  May  13- -1942, 

Ernest  De  Witt,  Son  of  Paris  De  Witt  Jr.  was  born  on 
the  farm  in  Pottawattamie  County , Iowa,  Dec. 16-1883,  and 
moved  v/ith  his  parents  to  Kansas  in  1906,  whore  he  was 
engaged  in  farming.  On  August  9-1913  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Estella  Lybarger,  and  to  this  union  was  born 
a  Daughter;  Phyllis  Marie,  born  April  27-1915.  Phyllis 
was  married  to  Nick  Romeo,  Aug . 20-1940 ,  and  they  now  live 
at  1295  Holly  Street,  Denver  7,  Colorado. 

Ernest  has  made  his  home  in  Denver  for  about  twenty 
years, where  he  still  resides  and  is  engaged  as  a  Chef  in 
one  of  the  Hotels  there.  His  address  is  1635  Penn  Street, 
Denver  5,  Colorado, 

Minnie  De  Witt,  Daughter  of  Paris  De  Witt  Jr.  was 
born  on  the  farm  in  Wright  Township,  Pottawattamie  Co. 
Iowa,  Oct ,11-1890.  She  moved  with  the  family  to  Kansas 
in  1906  and  was  married  to  Sterling  Stutesman,  August 
26-1913.  To  this  union  was  born  one  child;  Russell 
Sterling,  born  Nov, 39-1915  (died  in  infancy).  Mr; 

Statesman  died  May  20-1957  and  Sep. 26-1943  Minnie  mar¬ 
ried  Charles  A0  Wilson  at  Lawrence  Kansas.  Their 
address  is  1108  Vermont  Street,  Lawrence,  Kansas. 

Reta  Marie  De  Witt,  Daughter  of  Paris  De  Witt  Jr. 

w a 8  born  in  _ _ _  .  August  13-1917 

she  was  mairied  to  Roy  Orr.  To  this  union  was  born  one 
child;  Augereta,  born  September  10-1931  and  died  Mar. 
17—1927,  Reta  Marie  died  Mar. 3-1930. 


. 
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Irene  De  Witt,  Daughter  of  P^ris  De  Witt  Sr.  and 
Elizabeth  Patterson  De  witt,  7/as  born  on  the  original 
De  Witt  Homestead  in  Wright  Township,  Pottawattamie  Co 
Iowa,  May  9-1889 .  She  was  married  to  Chas.  V.  Moore 
Nov.ll— 1909  and  they  lived  on  a  farm  in  Wright  Twp. 
Pottawattamie  County, Iowa  for  four  years,  and  then 
moved  to  Neola  Iowa,  where  they  lived  for  two  years. 

In  1917  #he;r  moved  to  Co.  Bluffs, Iowa  and  lived  there 
for  two  years. 

March  7-1919  she  was  married  to  Char led  D.  Croghan 
and  they  lived  on  the  De  Witt  Homestead  for  one  year 
then  moved  on  a  farm  near  Mt. Etna, Iowa  and  lived  there 
until  1925,  when  they  moved  to  Griswold, Iowa,  and  have 
made  their  home  in  Griswold  since  that  date, 

Charles  Willard  De  Witt,  Son  of  Paris  'De  Vnvt  Hr • 
•and,  Elizabeth  Patterson  De  Witt,  was  born  Octpber  la- 
1893  on  the  original  De  Witt  homestead  in  Wright  Twp. 
Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  was  engaged  in  farming. 

He  was  married  to  Gertrude  Turner  in  Dec.  1919  and 
to  this  union  was  born  a  Daughter;  Willa  Charlene , born 
July  10-1939,  and  since  the  death  of  her  mother,  May 
10—1937  has  made  her  home  with  her  Uncle  and  Aunt,  Mr. 
and  Mrs  Chas.  D.  Croghan  in  Griswold,  Iowa. 

Charles  Willard  served  his  Country  in  the  Navy  on 
the  U.S.S,  Kentucky  during  World  War  1,  and  after  the 
war  again  engaged  in  farming  on  the  Original  De  Witt 
homestead .until  his  death  Feb. 21— 1929. 


Paris  Leslie  De  Witt,  Son  of  Paris  De  Witt  Sr,  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Patterson  De  Witt,  was  born  on  the  original  De  Witt 
homestead,  in  Wright  Township,  Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa 
Feb, 28- .1900,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  engaged  in 
farming , 

On  December  36-1930  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ruby 
Spencer  at  Papillion  Nebr0,  and  to  this  union  was  born  one 
child,;  Jean  Eloise  on  July  5th-1924. 

Paris  Leslie  served  his  Country  in  World  War  1, enlist¬ 
ing  at  the  age  of  seventeen  in  the  Air  Service.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  400  Air  Squadron,  end  was  stationed  in  France 
for  32  months  during  the  war. 

In  1931  they  moved  to  California  where  they  have  lived 
since.  His  address  is  1855  Dawson  Sve.Long  Beach  California, 


While  this  is  the  end  of  the  records  I  have  compiled 
on  the  De  Witt  family  over  a  period  of  24  years,  I  trust  it 
will  not  be  the  end  of  recorded  records  of  the  De  Witt 
family  in  America, but  only  the  beginning,  and  that  not  one 
but  many  who  receive  a  oopy  of  this  history,  will  continue 
where  I  have  left  it, to  make  it  more  complete  and  continued 
for  generations  yet  to  come. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Fred  Be  De  Witt, 

Griswold,  Iowa. 

North  Park  Street, 
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"What  therefore  God  hue  Joinea  toother, 

Lo *  no  man  put  asunder 11 . 

This 

CERTIFIES 

THAT 

Virgil  De  Witt  ana  Alta  11.  Baiter, 

.vere  united  by  me, in 
HOLY  HaTRLMONY 

At  the  Wm.  Asay  Residence  on  the  Eighteenth 
any  of  ..arch, in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 1883. 

In  presence  of  R.W,  Raese,Andy  Coleman  Etal, 
Signed  _ Wv.  Carroll _ 

Minister  Li.F.  Church. 


frl  A  -ill! 

Virgil  He  Witt 
Alta.  1.  De  Vit t 
Fr 3d  B.  De  Witt 
Ora  Pearl  De  Witt 
Gui  L.  De  Wilt 
Clyde  N.  De  Witt 
Clarence  V.  Do  Witt 


BIRTH  RECORDS’” 

date  of  birth 

Feb, 15-IG58 
Oct .  33-1656 
Oct .15-1884 
May . 10—1886 
Dec. 12-1667 
Apr .13-1880 
Oct.  8-1694 


PLACE 

Winona.  Minnesota. 
Fairbury  Ill. 
Gris  void,  Io 'a. 
Gris. void,  Io va. 
Gris. void,  I ova. 
Gris. void,  I  va. 
Gris.voli,  I  ova. 


This  is  tc  Certify  that  I  have  in  my  possession  the  Family 
Bible  of  Virgil  Do  Witt  and  Alta  M.  De  Witt,  and  that  the  ab¬ 
ove  is  a  true  and  correct  Copy  of  the  Family  records  as  sho.vn 
in  said  Bible, 

Signed  this  13th  day  of  December ,  at  Gria.vold,  Iova. , 


•  •  w.  ;i  nmu 
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The  Vicksburg  Pushes  Past  Iowa 


Traffic  Was  llncrowded  on  the  Mississippi  near  McGregor  the  day  an  Iowa  pho¬ 
tographer  shot  this,  picture  of  the  Towboat  Vicksburg  heading  north  with  a  lead  of 
coal  For  as  far  upstream  as  the  eye  can  see  from  here  the  Vicksburg  has  the  b.g 
river  all  to  herself.  Crewmen  take  it  easy  in  the  sun  of  a  fine  summer  -day. 
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Hill  Cr«9t  Ranch  House  .  .  .  on  Griswold,  la.,  fruit 


Wagon-wheel  adds  to  ornamental  fence  at  DeWitt  place. 


Ex-Banker  Turns  Fruit  Farm  Into  Show  Place L 


The  Wwld-Ktrtld  »  Urm  »mte*..'-. 

Griswold,  Ia.-Frc.-d  B.  DeWitt.  | 
former  banker,  has  turned  his  j 
fruit  farm,  6^  miles  northwest  j 
of  here  in.  East  Pottawattamie 
County,  into  a  shew  place. 

|  Mr.,  DeWitt  lives  in  Griswold. 

•  but  his  bobt^y  is  developing. his 
i  orenerd 

:  Or.  the  farm,  he  has  built  a 

.  "ric  luxe”  cabin  which  he  tails 
I  Hill  Crest  Ranch  House, 
j  Much  of  the  work  of  beautifi-  I 


cation  has  been  done,  by  his  own 
hands. 

He  collected  rocks  and  built 
fireplaces  in  the  cabin  and  also 
one  for  outdoor  use. 

The  tract  where  the  cabin 
stands  has  been  landscaped.  The 
ex-banker  made  all  the  rustic 
lawn  furniture. 

Inclosing  the  tract  Is  a  log 
fence  with  ornamental  lamp- 
posts  and  a  wagon-wheel  for 
added  effect. 


care  H 
1! 


The  interior  of  the-  cabi/t  is 
finished  in  knotty  pine.  The  fr’-i* 
trees  hide  the  cabin  from  the- 
highway. 

A  demonstration  on  the  care 
and  pruning  of  fruit  tree 
held  r%entiy  or.  the  farm. 

The  ranch,  house  v  as  chris¬ 
tened  Hill  Crest  because  it  com- 
mands  a  hilltop  view.  \ 

Mr.  and  Mrs. r  DeWitt  sper.i  : 
|  many  evenings  and  veck  ends  | 
I  there  in  summer  end  are  *  at 
|  nome''  to  many  friend*.  ^ 
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Page  Eight 

several  stories.  He  said  he’d 
found  the  marker  in  the  hayloft 
of  the  barn  behind  the  house. 

When  'he  decided  to  let  the 
Rownd  house  out  for  rental 
Langskov  moved  the  grave  mark¬ 
er  to  the  lot  behind  the  grocery 
store  for  safe  keeping. 

\ 

He  told  Graunke  the  marker 
might  have  come  from  a  pri¬ 
vate  burial  lot  such  as  was 
maintained  by  local  families  in 
this  area  about  a  hundred  years 
ago. 

He  also  seemed  to  think  the 
marker  had  some  historical  value 
and  was  worth  keeping  safely. 

Graunke  learned  that  both  the 
Rownd  house  and  the  grocery 
store  once  were  part  of  a  land 
purchase  made  by  an  early  rail- 
read  enterprise.  The  parcel  ex¬ 
tended  from  Cedar  Heights  east 
past  the  grocery.  A  depot  built 
by  the  railroad,  but  never  used, 
is  presently  being  remodeled,  he 
learned. 

So  the  grocer  followed  the 
trail  to  the  depot  at  631  East 
19th ’.'"street,  Cedar  Falls,  and 
found  C.  W.  (Charlie)  Clements, 
a  retired  farmer,  remodeling  the 
old  building  into  a  ranch  house. 

Charlie  said  the  depot  was 
firsts  built  as  a  stop  for  a’  pro¬ 
posed  addition  to  the  Burling¬ 
ton  Pacific  railroad.  “These 
things  were  really  built  in 
those  days,”  he  said,  pointing 
out  a  rock  lined  basement  with 
stones  IS  to  20  inches  thick  for 
walls. 

The  depot  had  four  rooms  up¬ 
stairs  and  five  down.  Charlie 
chopped  off'  one  end  of  it  and 
lives  in  that  with  his  wife  while 
he  completes  the  house  with  its 
two  bedrooms,  a  bathroom  and 
a  kitchen.  He  expects  to  finish 
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so  he  caA  move  in. 

Charlie  said  he  got  to  liking 
his  purchase  even  better  as  the 
remodeling  job  went  along.  He 
found  walnut  sheathing  through¬ 
out.  The  boards  were  planed  on 
just  the  facing  side  and  there 
were  -also  some  walnut  shingles. 
Carpenters  also  found  many  of 
the  old  fashioned  square  type 
nails. 

But  Clements  wasn’t  able  to 
add  much  to  Graunke’s  story 
about  the  Rownd  family.  So  the 
grocery  went  back  to  his  store 
for  another  look  at  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  on  the  stone  which  reads: 

“Ida  E.,  died  Nov.  22.  1863, 
aged  two  years,  seven  months 
and  six  days.  Also  an  infant  son 
born  and  died  Feb.  23,  1858.  Both 
children  of  J.  M.  and  N.  O. 
Rownd. 

An  epitaph  in  rhyme  continues: 
“Sleep  on  sweet  children,  , 
And  Take  thy  rest, 

God  called  thee  home 
He  thought  it  best.” 

This  leaves  Graunke  guessing 
where -the  double-duty  tomb¬ 
stone  was  set  up  in  the  first 
place.  Neighbors  who  are  old- 
timers  have  suggested  Green¬ 
wood  cemetery,  where,  the 
marker  '  might  have  become 
broken  and  been  salvaged  to 
prevent  loss. 

Graunke  guesses  it  is  worth 
keeping  in  better  shape  than  as 
a  step  fo$  his  porch.  “Some  his¬ 
torical  soeiety  might  want  it,”'  he 
says.  } 

“Speaklpg  of  history,  this  land¬ 
mark  store  has  .been  its  share 
of  that,”  he  continued,  scanning 
the  brick  building.  “It  was  built 
before  the  civil  war  and  used 
for  scores  of  years  as  a  school. 
Later  oq  it  became'  a.  granary, 
the  job  .within  a  f weeks  now  t  then  the'  Tamarack  Inn  and  fi¬ 


nally  during  the  last  few  years! 
was  converted  into  a  grocery; 
store.” 

>  1 

Records  kept  by  Roger  Lea¬ 
vitt  for  the  Grout  Historical 
museum  files  indicate  that  the  ! 
J.  M.  Rownd  mentioned  on  the  | 
tombstone  was  probably  one  of  | 
four  brothers;  James,  William,  : 
Samuel  and  Charles  A.,  all  sons  ! 
of  Samuel  A.  Rownd,  a  pioneer 
who  first  came  to  Cedar  Falls  i 
from  Ohio  in  a  one-horse  buggy 
in  1850. 

Samuel  A.  Rownd  found  just 
two  log  c^iins  housing  three 
families  there.  He  visited  Cedar 
Falls  once  or  twice  a  year  after 
that  and  bought  homesteading ; 
land  at  the  government  price  of' 
$1.25  an  acre.  » 

He  paid  for  it  with  U.  S.  land 
warrants  he’d  bought  for  50  cents 
on  the  dollar.  The  4,000  acres  -of 
land  he  finally  acquired  thus  cost 
him  871-2  cents  per  acre  or  some' 
$3,500. 

The  town  of  Cedar  Heights  was ! 
started  in  1908  on  land  owned  by ; 
Charles  A.  Rownd  and  the  origi-j 
nal  plat 'was  signed  on  Feb.  2, 
1909  by  C.  A.,  Ella  C.,  S.  H.  and 
Sarah  F.  Rownd. 


VISUAL  TRAINING 
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Discovers  History  in  A  "Porch  Step" 
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A  stone  stab  intended  to  be  used  as  a  porch  step  for  Harry  W.  Graunke’s  grocery  along 
tghway  *18  turned  out  to  be  a  double-duty  tombstone  and  set  Graunke,  an  amateur  historian, 
on  the  trail  of  the  Rownd  family  among  Black  Hawk  county’s  pioneers.  Graunke  still  doesn’t 
,  ow.jWhere  the  stone  was  first  set  up  but  he  has  learned  that  the  family  owned  some  4,000 
acres  in  the  Cedar  Heights  area  and  one  time  owned  the  laud  where  his  store  now  stands. 

'•*  *  * 

Tombstone 
Marks  Trail  ■ 

-gof  History 

VC-V  By  CLETE  WILEY 

'  _  ^  Courier  Staff  Writer 

vHarry  W.  Graunke  had  no  idea 
the’slab  of  limestone  in  his  back 
yard. was  connected  with  local 
history  when  he  selected  it  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago  as  a  step  to 
place  in  front  of  his  grocery  store 
along  Highway  218  between  Wa¬ 
terloo  and  Cedar  Falls.  “I  just 
needed  a  stone  block  to  use  for  a 
step.”  he  says. 

But  when  the  grocer  turned 
the  slab  over  he  discovered  let¬ 
tering  which  identified  it  as  a 
marker  from  the  grave  of  two 
children  of  the  Rownd  family, 
pioneers  in  Black  Hawk  county. 

Graunke,  a  retired  minister,  is 
something  of  an  amateur  histor¬ 
ian.  .When  he  lived  at  LeSueur, 

Mini).,  he  made  a  study  of  that 
area’s  history.  With  the  marker 
as  his  lead  he  started  to  check  up 
on  the  Rownds. 

His  landlord  was  able  to  help  a 
little.  On  one  of  his  infrequent 
visits  from  Albuquerque,  N.  M. 

Chris  Langskov  told  his  tenant 
the  marker  had  come  from  a 
barn  behind  the  Rownd  house,  a 
few  places  further  west  along 
Highway  218. 

■  Langskov  is  present  owner  of 
the  Rownd  house,  a  large  white 
residence  with  many  rooms  and 
several  stories.  He  said  he’d 
found  the  marker  in  the  hayloft 
of  the  barn  behind  the  house. 

When  he  decided  to  let  the 
Rownd  house  out  for  rental 
Langskov  moved  the  grave  mark¬ 
er  to  the  lot  behind  the  grocery 
store  for-  safe  keeping. 

He  told  Graunke  the  marker 
might  have  come  from  a  pri¬ 
vate  burial  lot  such  as  was 
maintained  by  local  families  in 
this  area  about  a  hundred  years 
ago. 


aiiSiiSs 

C.  W.  (Charlie)  Clements,  remodeling  a  depot  at  631  East 
19th  street,  Cedar  Falls,  found  ,the  building,  once  owned  by  the 
Rownd  family,  had  wall  sheathing  and  shingles  made  from  wal¬ 
nut.  Only  one  side  of  the  walnut  boards  were  planed,  he  found, 
and  the  building,  which  has  a  basement  lined  with  rocks  18  to 
20  inches  thick,  was  held  together  with  old  fashioned  square  cut 
nails  and  spikes  like  the  one  he  is  using  to  point  out  one  of  the 
walnut  shingles.  Charlie  expects  to  have  his  ranch  house  com¬ 
pleted  from  the  remodeled  depot  within  the  next  few  weeks. 


He  also  seemed  to  think  the 
marker  had  some  historical  value 
and  was  worth  keeping  safely. 

Graunke  learned  that  both  the 
Rownd  house  and  the  grocery 
store  once  were  part  of  a  land 
purchase  made  by  an  early  rail- 
read  enterprise.  The  parcel  ex¬ 
tended  from  Cedar  Heights  east 
past  the  grocery.  A  depot  built 
by  the  railroad,  but  never  used, 
is  presently  being  remodeled,  he 
learned. 

So  the  grocer  followed  the 
trail  to  the  depot  at  631  East 
19th’  street,  Cedar  Falls,  and 
found  C.  W.  (Charlie)  Clements, 
a  retired  farmer,  remodeling  the 
old  building  into  a  ranch  house. 

Charlie  said  the  depot  was 
firsL  built  as  a  stop  for  a  pro¬ 
posed  addition  to  the  Burling¬ 
ton  Pacific  railroad.  "These 
things  were  really  built  in 
those  days,”  he  said,  pointing 
out  a  rock  lined  basement  with 
stones  18  to  20  inches  thick  for 
walls. 

The  depot  had  four  rooms  up¬ 
stairs  and  five  down.  Charlie 
chopped  off'  one  end  of  it  and 
lives  in  that  with  his  wife  while 
he  completes  the  house  with  its 
two  bedrooms,  a  bathroom  and 
a  kitchen.  He  expects  to  finish 
the  job  .within  a  fekv  weeks  now 


so  he  cart  move  in. 

Charlie  said  he  got  to  liking 
his  purchase  even  better  as  the 
remodeling  job  went  along.  He 
found  walnut  sheathing  through¬ 
out.  The  boards  were  planed  on 
just  the  facing  side  and  there 
were  -also  some  walnut  shingles. 
Carpenters  also  found  many  of 
the  old  fashioned  square  type 
nails. 

But  Clements  wasn’t  able  to 
add  much  to  Graunke’s  story 
about  the  Rownd  family.  So  the 
grocery  went  back  to  his  store 
for  another  look  at  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  on  the  stone  which  reads: 

"Ida  E.,  died  Nov.  22.  1863, 
aged  two  years,  seven  months 
and  six  days.  Also  an  infant  son) 
born  and  died  Feb.  23,  1858.  Both 
children  of  J.  M.  and  N.  O. ! 
Rownd. 

An  epitaph  in  rhyme  continues: 

“Sleep  on  sweet  children,  , 
And  Take  thy  rest, 

God  called  thee  home 
He  thought  it  best.” 

This  leaves  Graunke  guessing 
where  the  double-duty  tomb¬ 
stone  was  set  up  in  the  first 
place.  Neighbors  who  are  old- 
timers  have  suggested  Green¬ 
wood  cemetery,  where,  the 
marker  might  have  become 
broken  and  been  salvaged  to 
prevent  loss. 

Graunke  guesses  it  is  worth 
keeping  in  better  shape  than  as 
a  step  fo^j  his  porch.  "Some  his¬ 
torical  society  might  want  it,’Khe 
says. 

“Speaking  of  history,  this  land¬ 
mark  store  has  .been  its  share 
of  that,”  he  continued,  scanning 
the  brick  building.  “It  was  built 
before  tfie  civil  war  and  used 
for  scores  of  years  as  a  school. 
Later  op  it  became-  a.  granary, 
then  the  Tamarack  Inn  and  fi-  j 


nally  during  the  last  few  years 
was  converted  into  a  grocery 
store.” 

Records  kept  by  Roger  Lea¬ 
vitt  for  the  Grout  Historical 
museum  files  indicate  that  the 
J.  M.  Rownd  mentioned  on  the 
tombstone  was  probably  one  of 
four  brothers;  James,  William, 
Samuel  and  Charles  A.,  all  sons 
of  Samuel  A.  Rownd,  a  pioneer 
who  first  came  to  Cedar  Falls  > 
from  Ohio  in  a  one-horse  buggy 
in  1850. 

Samuel  A.  Rownd  found  just 
two  log  c^iins  housing  three 
j  families  there.  He  visited  Cedar 
Falls  once  or  twice  a  year  after 
|  that  and  bought  homesteading- 
land  at  the  government  price  of 
[  $1.25  an  acre.  « 

He  paid  for  it  with  U.  S.  land, 
warrants  he’d  bought  for  5Q  cents 
on  the  dollar.  The  4,000  acres  of 
land  he  finally  acquired  thus  cost 
him  871-2  cents  per  acre  or  some1 
$3,500. 

The  town  of  Cedar  Heights  was! 
started  in  1908  on  land  owned  by 
Chai  les  A.  Rownd  and  the  origi¬ 
nal  plat  was  signed  on  Feb.  2 
1909  by  C.  A.,  Ella  C.,  S.  H.  and 
Sarah  F.  Rownd. 
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Soils  folks  like  the  city  life, 

While  others  like  the  aea. 

And  some  like  to  soar  up  in  the  air. 

But  it’s  the  Country  life  for  me. 

It  is  ;Juat  as  .veil, we  do  not  all  agree, 

For  think  how  crowded  the  cities  would  be, 

And  if  we  all  decided  to  fly, 

There1!  be  many  a  wreck  up  in  the  sky. 

So  give  me  a  farm, where  tall  oom  grows, 

With  plenty  of  room  to  wiggle  my  tees, 

Where  one  can  really  take  a  deep  breath, 

With  no  fear  of  being  trampled  to  death. 

There  let  me  sit  by  the  side  of  the  road. 

And  watch  the  tractor  coma  up  with  its  load. 

The  driver’s  my  tenant, we  call  him  Mat, 

Who  always  har  time  to  stop  and  chat. 

We  talked  of  the  meadow  down  by  the  gate. 

And  of  the  beans, which  were  planted  bo  late. 

Of  the  Spring  rains,  and  will  they  stop? 

In  time  to  harvest  the  small  grain  crop. 

Of  the  oats  sc  green, and  the  corn  eo  tall, 

,  And  we  wonder  what  they  will  make  this  Fall, 
Uith  grasshoppers  and  corn  borers  up  and  awake. 
And  of  many  more  chances, we  farmers  take. 

And  thus— the  talk  goes  on  and  on 
Until  we  hear  the  dinner  gong, 

I  ask  Mat  up  to  have  a  snack. 

But  he  promised  his  wife  he'd  hurry  back. 

After  lunch  it  looked  like/more  rain. 

So  1  only  got  ae  far  as  the  lane, 

Went  back  to  the  house, hung  up  my  cap. 

And  settled  down  for  an  afternoon  nap. 

Mat  came  over  again  about  four, 

We  talked  and  planned  and  talked  seme  more. 
About  putting  up  the  first  crop  of  olover. 

And  then  we  hashed  the  war  news  over. 


About  nine  that  evening, to  my  desk  I  walked 
And  wrote  in  my  diary  two  words* JUST  TALKED 
Put  out  the  cat, and  wound  up  the  alarm, 
TEATS  THE  WaY  I  LIKE  TO  FARM. 
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